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Proclamations Proc. 8934

We saw the depth of their dedication just 4 months ago, when the sweep-
ing devastation of Hurricane Sandy put millions of Americans in harm’s
way. In darkness and danger, thousands of professionals and volunteers
stepped up to serve. They secured supplies and shelter when our people
needed them most. And when times were tough, they proved that America
is tougher because we all pull together.

That sense of resolve has seen our Nation through our greatest challenges,
and the conviction that we are our brothers’ and sisters’ keepers will al-
ways remain at the heart of who we are as a people. As we reflect on the
ties that bind us together, let us pay tribute to humanitarian organizations
working here at home and around the world, and let us rededicate our-
selves to service in the months ahead.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America and Honorary Chairman of the American Red Cross, by virtue of
the authority vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim March 2013 as American Red Cross Month. I
encourage all Americans to observe this month with appropriate programs,
ceremonies, and activities, and by supporting the work of service and relief
organizations.

IN WITNESS WHEREQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-eighth
day of February, in the year of our Lord two thousand thirteen, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-
seventh.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8934 of February 28, 2013
Irish-American Heritage Month, 2013

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

For more than two centuries, America has been made and remade by striv-
ing, hopeful immigrants looking for a chance to pursue their dreams. Mil-
lions among them were born in Ireland, separated from our shores but
united by their belief in a better day. This month, we celebrate the Irish-
American journey, and we reflect on the ways a nation so small has in-
spired so much in another.

Generations of Irish left the land of their forebears to cast their fortunes
with a young Republic. Escaping the blight of famine or the burden of cir-
cumstance, many found hardship even here. They endured prejudice and
stinging ridicule. But through it all, these new citizens never gave up on
one of our oldest ideas: that anyone from anywhere can write the next great
chapter in the American story. So they raised families and built commu-
nities, earned a living and sent their kids to school. In time, what it meant
to be Irish helped define what it means to be American. And as they did
their part to make this country stronger, Irish Americans shared in its suc-
cess, retaining the best of their heritage and passing it down to their chil-
dren.



Proc. 8935 Title 3—The President

That familiar story has been lived and cherished by Americans from all
backgrounds, and it reaffirms our identity as a Nation of immigrants from
all around the world. So as we celebrate Irish-American Heritage Month,
let us retell those stories of sweat and striving. And as two nations united
by people and principle, may America and Ireland always continue to
move forward together in common purpose.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim March 2013 as Irish-
American Heritage Month. I call upon all Americans to observe this month
with appropriate ceremonies, activities, and programs.

IN WITNESS WHEREQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-eighth
day of February, in the year of our Lord two thousand thirteen, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-
seventh.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8935 of February 28, 2013
Women’s History Month, 2013

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

For more than two centuries, our Nation has grown under the simple creed
that each of us is created equal. It is a notion that makes America unlike
any other place on earth—a country where no matter where you come from
or what you look like, you can go as far as your talents will take you.

Women’s History Month is a time to remember those who fought to make
that freedom as real for our daughters as for our sons. Written out of the
promise of the franchise, they were women who reached up to close the
gap between what America was and what it could be. They were driven
by a faith that our Union could extend true equality to every citizen willing
to claim it. Year after year, visionary women met and marched and mobi-
lized to prove what should have been self-evident. They grew a meeting
at Seneca Falls into a movement that touched every community and took
on our highest institutions. And after decades of slow, steady, extraor-
dinary progress, women have written equal opportunity into the law again
and again, giving generations of girls a future worthy of their potential.

That legacy of change is all around us. Women are nearly half of our Na-
tion’s workforce and more than half of our college graduates. But even
now, too many women feel the weight of discrimination on their shoulders.
They face a pay gap at work, or higher premiums for health insurance, or
inadequate options for family leave. These issues affect all of us, and fail-
ing to address them holds our country back.

That is why my Administration has made the needs of women and girls
a priority since day one—from signing the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act to
helping ensure women are represented among tomorrow’s top scientists
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